Downtown property gets DHCD grant

Former industrial site eyed for development

By Taryn Plumb

Correspondent

NORTH BROOKFIELD - It’s been a dreary, vacant lot for more than a decade, but the 5.3-acre former

Aztec Industries Inc. property is now one step closer to becoming a viable commercial and municipal site.

At their meeting on Jan. 8, the Board of Selectmen announced that the town was recently gifted a $44,900

feasibility grant by the state Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD). That money,

according to Selectman James Foyle, will be used to do a marketing study to determine what type of business enterprises would be most successful at the downtown

property. “That’s some very, very good news for us,” Foyle

said in an interview after the meeting. “We’ve been

working very hard on that (site).”  Once officials receive written verification, they will

put out a request for proposals (RFP) to seek a marketing agency to do the feasibility study. The Central

Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission (CMRPC) will assist the town with putting together the

RFP, Foyle said.  In the end, the hope is to house both the town police

department and a commercial development on the property, which was once the location of a plant that manufactured asbestos-related textiles.  Still, Foyle said the goal is much more than just

plopping a store or restaurant on the property, which is located at the intersection of School and Grove streets.  Ideally, they’d like to see it become a destination.  “People would come into North Brookfield to go to this particular site,” said Foyle.  And since the property was last assessed at $450,000

and is likely worth more than that now, it could yield a sizable amount of taxes with new development.

“We’re trying to put that vacant lot back on the tax rolls,” said Foyle. “We want it to generate tax dollars.”

In addition to that, selectmen would like to see revenues ultimately spill over into adjoining businesses, so

the entire town could be invigorated and reap monetary benefits.

The project has been a long time in the works: Aztec, which had operated 14 buildings on the site

starting in 1919, went out of business in the mid 1980s.  Twelve years ago, the town took over the property

through a tax lien.  In 1997, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) removed 115 cubic yards of asbestos and other hazardous waste. During a four-month cleanup process that cost $376,000, the EPA took roughly 1,900 bags of asbestos and 500 gallons of used adhesive resins from the site, according to a press release from the federal agency.

In the years since, the town has received hundreds of thousands of dollars in other grants from the EPA and

the DEP that helped pay for contractors to tear down buildings on the property and remove years’ worth of

overgrown brush and trees. Cleanup on the site has been crucial, Foyle said, “So that it no longer presents a

hazard to the community.”  For the future, the town has also received a $200,000 grant from the state Executive Office of Public Safety that will aid with the development of a police station. According to Foyle, officials are similarly waiting to hear back about another $200,000 grant to help with further clean-up of the site.  Selectmen will broach the matter again on Tuesday, Jan. 22. During that meeting, Lynn Tokarczyk, president of Medway-based Business Development Strategies, Inc., will give a presentation on tax credits and municipal incentives in relation to Brownfields development.
